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NAPA Members Elect New Officers
NAPA welcomes four newly elected
board members. They began their duties on September 1, 2013, & will serve
until August 31, 2015.

Annual Meeting
Friday, April 11, 2014
1pm
Capitol View Room
Nebraska State Historical Society
headquarters building
1500 R St.
Lincoln, NE
Informal reception will
follow the meeting.
3:30pm
Presentation by Rob
Bozell, Nebraska State
Historical Society
Topic TBA
Conference call capability will be available for
the meeting.
Agenda will follow at a
later date.

Call for Membership
Know someone who
may be interested in
joining NAPA? Email
NAPA, call 402-4714766 or go to the NAPA
website & click on
“Membership Application Form”.

archeologist in the Highway Archeology
Program at the Nebraska State Historical Society in Lincoln.

Thank you to outgoing board members
Kelli Bacon (Nebraska State Historical
Society), Dawn Bringelson (Midwest
Archeological Center), Austin Buhta
(Augustana College) & Bill Hunt
Hudson-Meng Education & Research Cen- (retired, Midwest Archeological Center).
ter & is a Nebraska National Forest employ- They served from September 2011
ee in Chadron, & Courtney Ziska is an
through August 2013.
Erin Dempsey & Jay Sturdevant are
archeologists at the Midwest Archeological Center, National Park Service in
Lincoln; Dennis Kuhnel is director of the

2013-2014 Board Members
President: Cynthia Wiley (registrar/archeologist at MWAC/NPS); Vice President:
Brad Logan (research associate professor at KSU); Secretary/Treasurer: Nolan
Johnson (archeologist in the Highway Archeology Program at NSHS); At-Large
Members: Erin Dempsey (archeologist at MWAC), Dennis Kuhnel (director of the
Hudson-Meng Education & Research Center & archeologist with the Nebraska
National Forest), Jay Sturdevant (archeologist at MWAC/NPS), & Courtney Ziska
(archeologist in the Highway Archeology Program at NSHS).

2014 Board Election & Annual Meeting Agenda

Dues Reminder

At the annual meeting, we will be putting together a
slate of candidates for the 2014 NAPA officer election. We will be electing a president, vice-president,
& secretary/treasurer. Please bring your nominations
to the meeting, including self nominations. According
to our bylaws, the election must occur within 30 days
after our annual meeting.

Membership fees for
2014 are now due! Dues
remain at $15 for Regular, Institutional, & Dual
members & $10 for Student, Subscribing, & Affiliated members. Use
PayPal or make checks
payable to NAPA & mail
to: Kelli Bacon, 1500 R
St, PO Box 82554, Lincoln NE 68501-2554.

We will also discuss NAPA’s role in the Celebrate
Nebraska Archaeology month happening in September. See page 7 for more information.
Do you have any items you would like brought up at
NAPA’s annual meeting? Please email them to NAPA or call 402-437-5392 x138.
Even if you don’t submit an agenda item, come to
the meeting to help discuss the future of our organization.

Don’t remember if you’ve
paid your dues? Email
NAPA at nebraska.archeologists@gmail.
com or call 402-4714766.
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Letter from the President
Once again it is time to reflect on the past year of Nebraska Archeology and what members of the Nebraska
Association of Professional Archeologists accomplished. NAPA is entering its 28th year of promoting and educating about Nebraska archeology and preservation. We face some important anniversaries in the next few
years that will celebrate us as a community as well as keystone developments in Plains and American Archeology. There is not much time to relax and reflect on a job well done. We need to use this time to build upon
our strengths and continue striving toward higher goals. We can do this with the support of our local communities but it will take contributions from all of us.
First let’s celebrate our successes for the year. We continue to seek new members for NAPA to keep membership levels up as we struggle with natural attrition. In terms of finances, NAPA remains stable and in the
black. Outreach slowed in the last year as NAPA worked on various internal issues related to the journal publication and began working on some longer term projects. Membership and finance both benefited from a
larger NAPA presence at the October 2013 Plains Anthropological Conference. Our vendor table was frequently the site of intense discussions between archeologists. Thank you to all our volunteers who have
made this endeavor possible. If you are planning to attend the 2014 conference in Fayetteville, NAPA will
need volunteers to once again staff the vendor table. Keep an eye out as we get closer to autumn for more
information.
NAPA’s recent discussions about reviving an annual celebration of Nebraska Archeology dovetailed with a
similar interest at the Nebraska State Historical Society and elsewhere. A “Celebrate Nebraska Archaeology
Steering Committee” formed to coordinate these efforts. Most of the plans and arrangements are still tentative at this time. However, we do know that 2014 Celebrate Nebraska Archaeology Month will be September.
More information will be forthcoming as soon as it is available. Now is the time to begin considering what you
can do to build excitement for Nebraska archeology in your local communities. We will need a large portion of
the NAPA membership to step up in order to make this a success.
I continue to encourage all interested members to attend the Quarterly Board Meetings. Board Meetings are
open to attendance by the general membership. All members are welcome to bring suggestions, questions,
issues, etc. before the Board at any meeting. I ask only that you please let us know in advance so that we
can add you to the agenda.
Thank you. For those preparing for the upcoming field season or already heading out, safe travels and happy
troweling.

Gayle Carlson wins William Duncan Strong Memorial Award
At our annual meeting in April 2013, NAPA awarded the William
Duncan Strong Memorial Award to Gayle Carlson, retired archeologist at the Nebraska State Historical Society. Gayle worked at
NSHS for a long time (we won’t say exactly how long) serving as
highway archeologist, research archeologist, & state archeologist.
He worked on numerous sites & wrote many reports during his
tenure. If you want to know about Nebraska archeology, he’s the
one to ask. Rob Bozell, NSHS Highway Archeology program
manager, spoke about Gayle’s contributions & several people
spoke about their experiences with him. Congratulations Gayle!
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Membership Statistics
Membership Types
Regular

New Members in 2013-2014

79

Caitlin Aubushon

student

Affiliated

3

Sandra Barnum

regular

US Army Corps of Engineers

Omaha, NE

Dual

3

Timothy G. Baugh

regular

SE Archeological Services

Ignacio, CO

Institutional

3

Bob Bryson

regular

MWAC

Lincoln, NE

Student

9

Steve Lensink

regular

Iowa OSA

Iowa City, IA

Subscribing

8

John Mashek

subscribing

Matthew McCullor

regular

US Army Corps of Engineers

Omaha, NE

Kyle Sass

student

UNL/MWAC

Lincoln, NE

Sarah Trabert

regular

University of Iowa

Coralville, IA

Grand Island, NE

North Platte, NE

States with Members
Nebraska

51 Colorado

7

Indiana

1

Missouri

4

Oklahoma

2

Texas

2

Arkansas

1

Iowa

8

Kansas

9

North Dakota

3

Pennsylvania

2

Wisconsin

1

California

1

Illinois

2

Michigan

1

New Mexico

1

South Dakota

6

Wyoming

3

Upcoming Conferences
Colorado Council of Professional Archaeologists
March 20-23; Glenwood Springs, CO

Society for Industrial Archaeology
May 15-18; Portland, OR

Flint Hills Archaeological Conference
March 21-22; Sibley, MO
(see announcement on page 3-4)

American Cultural Resources Association
Sept. 18-20; St. Pete Beach, FL

Annual Caddo Conference
March 27-29; Tyler, TX
Computer Applications & Quantitative Methods in Archaeology

April 22-25; Paris, France
Society for American Archaeology
Apr. 23-27; Austin, TX

Plains Anthropological Conference
Oct.; Fayetteville, AR
Midwest Archaeological Conference
Oct. 2-7; Champaign, IL
Society for Historical Archaeology
Jan. 2015; Seattle, WA

Flint Hills Archaeological Conference
The Fort Osage National Historic Landmark is pleased to host the 2014 Flint Hills Archaeological Conference at our education center in Sibley, Missouri on March 21-22. Our auditorium seats 68 & we also have a classroom for book sales,
posters, etc. Attendees can tour our museum & education center (built in 2007) & Fort Osage (1808-1827) first built by
William Clark on a high bluff adjacent to the Missouri River.
For your GPS, it’s Fort Osage Education Center, 107 Osage Street, Sibley, MO 64088. Sibley is about 30 miles northeast of downtown Kansas City. The recommended closest town for lodging is Blue Springs, MO, about 15 miles from
Fort Osage. There are no hotels in the Sibley vicinity. For more historic-type lodging, there are several bed & breakfasts
in historic Lexington, MO, about 20 miles east of Fort Osage & near the Independence Square in Independence, MO,
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about 20 miles to the southwest.
There are also no eating establishments in Sibley, & very few in nearby Buckner, MO. So there will be a catered lunch
on Friday, March 21. Please let me know as soon as possible if you are attending so we can give the caterers a head
count. We ask attendees to pay for their own lunch. Some sort of evening reception is in the works for Friday evening,
possibly at an eating/drinking establishment in Blue Springs or Independence. A field trip will be arranged for Saturday
afternoon to visit the Civil War battlefield in Lexington, MO. This is the site of a major battle early in the war in 1861. The
site is run as a Missouri State Park & has a museum & tour of the battlefield with various features to see, including an
antebellum house that stands in the middle of the battlefield.
More details will be forthcoming. Abstracts are due by March 7.

Training Opportunities
National Preservation Institute
The National Preservation Institute holds seminars on a variety of cultural resource topics in locations throughout the
country. Visit the website for dates, locations, & information about these & other courses. Seminars include, but are not
limited to:
Identification & Management of Traditional Cultural Places
Section 106: An Introduction
Section 106: A Review for Experienced Practitioners
Section 106: Agreement Documents
Conflict Resolution & Negotiation Tools for Cultural & Natural Resource Projects
Cultural & Natural Resources: An Integrated Management Strategy
GIS: Practical Applications for Cultural Resource Projects
Renewable Energy Development: Impacts on Cultural Resources
Consultation & Protection of Native American Sacred Lands
NAGPRA & ARPA: Applications & Requirements
NAGPRA: Determining Cultural Affiliation
NAGPRA: Summaries, Inventories, & Federal Register Notices
NAGPRA: Writing & Managing a Successful Grant
Native American Cultural Property Law
Archaeological Curation & Collections Management in conjunction with Conservation Strategies for Archaeologist
Digital & Film Photography of Cultural Resources

Northern States Conservation Center
The Northern State Conservation Center holds on-line courses on a variety of museum topics. Visit the website for more
information. Classes include, but are not limited to:
MS215: Care of Archaeological Artifacts from the Field to the Lab

National Park Service’s 2014 Archaeological Prospection Workshop
The National Park Service’s 2014 workshop on archaeological prospection techniques entitled Current Archaeological
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Prospection Advances for Non-Destructive Investigations in the 21st Century will be held May 19-23, 2014, at Aztalan
State Park in Jefferson County, Wisconsin. Lodging & lectures will be at the Comfort Suites in Johnson Creek, Wisconsin. The field exercises will take place at Aztalan State Park, a National Historic Landmark with one of Wisconsin's most
important archaeological sites. It showcases an ancient Middle-Mississippian village that thrived between A.D. 1000 &
1300. The people who settled Aztalan built large, flat-topped pyramidal mounds & a stockade around their village. Portions of the stockade & two mounds have been reconstructed in the park. Co-sponsors for the workshop include the National Park Service’s Midwest Archeological Center, the Aztalan State Park, & the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. This will be the 24th year of the workshop dedicated to the use of geophysical, aerial photography, & other remote sensing methods as they apply to the identification, evaluation, conservation, & protection of archaeological resources across this Nation. The workshop will present lectures on the theory of operation, methodology, processing, &
interpretation with on-hands use of the equipment in the field. There is a registration charge of $475.00. Application
forms are available on the Midwest Archeological Center’s web page at www.cr.nps.gov/mwac. For further information,
please contact Steven L. DeVore, Archeologist, National Park Service, Midwest Archeological Center, Federal Building,
Room 474, 100 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508-3873: tel: (402) 437-5392, ext. 141; fax: (402) 4375098; email: steve_de_vore@nps.gov.

2014 Kansas Archeology Training Program Field School
May 30-June 14, 2014; Osawatomie, KS
The project is intensive testing of 14MM327, the original site of the Adair Cabin. Registration fees are $20 before May 1,
2014, or $30 after that date for members of the Kansas Anthropological Association or the Kansas Historical Foundation. Detailed information and registration forms will be available around March 1, 2014, at kshs.org/14622.
College credit is available through Emporia State University for Archeological Fieldwork (hands-on field and lab techniques), Archeological Site Survey, Basic Laboratory Techniques, Analysis of Floral and Faunal Remains for the Nonspecialist, and Our Town-Osawatomie.
Sponsors are the Kansas Historical Society, Kansas Anthropological Association, and City of Osawatomie. Contact Virginia Wulfkuhle at 785-272-8681, ext. 266; vwulfkuhle@kshs.org for more information.

Job Postings
http://www.sha.org/job_board/job_board.cfm

www.shovelbums.org

www.eculturalresources.com/jobs.php

www.avuecentral.com

www.saa.org/Careers/JobAnnouncements/tabid/256/
Default.aspx

www.fedbizopps.gov

www.archaeologyfieldwork.com

Multiple Positions at Quality Services, Rapid City, SD
Quality Services, Rapid City, South Dakota is seeking to hire multiple principal investigator archeologists, an architectural historian, & multiple technical report writer-editors. Writer-editor positions will be in Rapid City, South Dakota. Principal investigator archeologist positions are expected to be in Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, & Wyoming, & possibly other locations. All require personnel to meet appropriate Secretary of the Interior qualifications.
Projects will involve survey, National Register evaluation, excavation, tribal consultation, documentation, & mitigation.
Fieldwork will be across multiple states & will include directing multiple small to large scale projects. Candidates must be
able to walk 10 or more miles per day carrying personal field equipment. Fieldwork projects may be during inclement
weather & freezing temperatures. Valid driver’s licenses are required along with driving records acceptable to our insurance provider. Specific safety or other training may also be required.
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Skills highly desirable in a potential employees include:
 MA in Archeology, Anthropology, Historic Preservation or related field;
 experience meeting Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines;
 Superior technical writing ability;
 Demonstrated contract & client management ability;
 Fluency in MS Office software suite;
 Sections 106 & 4(f) experience;
 common sense & the ability to think for oneself, assess a situation & draw reasonable conclusions;
 good interpersonal & communication skills which will allow one to deal effectively with the public, private landowners,
clients, regulatory personnel, supervisors & co-workers;
 ability to follow & give written or verbal instructions;
 knowledge & implementation of appropriate safety practices;
 excellent technical & grammatical writing skills & reading comprehension;
 knowledge & familiarity with computers & software such as MS Office, Adobe Photoshop Elements, Adobe Illustrator,
ArcGIS & internet, various topographic map software & email functions;
 digital photography;
 iPads, Trimble GPS equipment, & general office equipment
 drafting & drawing skills & knowledge of various maps, mapping techniques, map reading, & ESRI GIS;
 knowledge of approaches to marketing & promoting the profession, the company & yourself.
 Proven history of ensuring a safe working environment;
 Strong field & outdoors skill set; ability to work in physically demanding environments;
 Ability to work well in a team environment;
 project experience - background research, fieldwork, report writing, & budget & schedule management;
 Ability to travel to project locations, possibly for extended periods of time.
 Superior organizational & time management skills;
Pay rates will vary from approximately $35,000 to $50,000 or more per year, depending on the position & the successful
applicant’s experience, knowledge, skills, & abilities.
Applicants must submit all of the following to info@qualityservices.us.com  Vita with experience, length, & number of hours per week for each position. Experience must be organized by state.
 Experience with Trimble GPS systems & ESRI GIS.
 Experience with other types of software & computer skills.
 Driver's license number & state of issue
 References with phone numbers and/or email addresses.
 Knowledge, skills & abilities for successful accomplishment of tasks.
 Writing & work product samples – site forms, reports, theses, maps, etc.
 Any other info to satisfy reviewer’s you possess the skills outlined above.
Positions are expected to be filled between February & June 2014.

Wyoming State Archaeologist
Company: State of Wyoming, Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources
Class Code: CRAR15
Salary Range: $6,581.00-$7,742.00 Monthly
Location: Laramie, Wyoming
The Wyoming Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources invites applications for the position of Wyoming State
Archaeologist to be submitted before March 8, 2014. This position implements the program goals listed in Wyoming
Statute 36-4-106(d)(i-vii) by investigating the archaeological record pertinent to the State of Wyoming, publishing results,
soliciting funds, cooperating with communities and agencies and assisting them in the protection of significant sites. The
State Archaeologist is an adjunct professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Wyoming, and is responsible for maintaining archaeological records deposited permanently on campus. Applicants must have earned a
Ph.D. in Anthropology/Archaeology before they will be hired. Familiarity with the archaeological record of the North
American Plains, Rocky Mountains, Intermountain Basins or a combination thereof is expected, along with demonstrat-
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ed field experience relevant to the region. Knowledge of relevant laws and regulations regarding archaeology, permitting, and cultural resource management is necessary. A successful State Archaeologist will be able to exercise tact and
diplomacy while successfully negotiating archaeological matters with a variety of entities, including federal and state
agencies, elected and appointed officials, avocational archaeologists, private landowners, and colleagues.
Essential functions of the position include:
● Conducts, directs and coordinates archaeological research and investigations in the State of Wyoming.
● Supervises Assistant State Archaeologist and Archaeological Survey Manager to ensure their section activities fulfill
statutory goals.
● Writes publishable quality technical reports, scientific articles, grant proposal and budget narratives.
● Organizes and provides technical assistance and educational outreach to public and private jurisdictions regarding
cultural resources laws and regulations, surveys and project findings.
● Administers a biennial General Fund budget.
For complete job details and to apply: URL: http://agency.governmentjobs.com/wyoming/default.cfm.

Summer Archeological Technicians & Park Rangers at Nebraska National Forest & Grasslands
The NNF&G plans to hire 3 GS-5 Archaeological Technicians this summer to work on a reforestation project. In addition
to this, like always, we will hire 3-4 GS-4 & GS-5 Park Rangers to interpret cultural & natural history at the Hudson-Meng
site. http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/nebraska/home
Interested parties should contact Dennis Kuhnel (dkuhnel@fs.fed.us) & keep an eye on www.usajobs.gov.

Announcements
Celebrate Nebraska Archaeology Month
Several NAPA members are on the steering committee to
organize a Nebraska archeology month with NAPA President Cynthia Wiley as chair. It will be in September & we
hope to make it an annual event. Committee members are
discussing ideas & events such as producing a poster,
holding a lecture series, getting libraries & museums involved with small exhibits, working on a media presence
through radio & TV, & holding inreach & outreach events.

We may be contacting you in the coming months asking for
volunteers.
We are working on starting a Facebook page & setting up a
dedicated email account, but if you have any suggestions
or would like to volunteer your time & expertise for an activity, for now please send an email to NAPA at nebraska.archeologists@gmail.com.

“Like” NAPA on Facebook
NAPA has a Facebook page. Right now, we use it to post
tion from our membership & friends as our group grows. If
meeting announcements, job opportunities, & archeology
you would like to submit something to the page, email NArelated articles. “Like” us to get information not included in PA at nebraska.archeologists@gmail.com.
our newsletter or in emails. We hope to get more participa-

Nebraska Archeological Society Artifact Show
The 10th Annual Nebraska Artifact Show hosted by the
tivities.
Nebraska Archeological Society will be held in Harvest Hall
at the Seward County Fairgrounds in Seward, Nebraska,
For more information, email Kevin Hammond, NAS presion Saturday, August 16, 2013, from 9am to 5pm. Along
dent, or visit their website.
with artifact displays, there will be several speakers & ac-
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Archaeologist Working on Pawnee Pottery & Settlement Patterns in Nebraska
Kansas State University archaeologist Dr. Donna Roper,
author of many articles on the Pawnee: including The Pawnee in Kansas & Plains Earthlodges, along with Richard
Gould, Site Administrator of the Pawnee Indian Museum
State Historical Site at Republic, Kansas traveled to Genoa, Nebraska for a tour of Pawnee & Lower Loup sites on
November 18 & 19th. They viewed 14 sites in Howard,
Nance, & Platte counties with Jerry & Nancy Carlson acting
as tour guides & securing landowner permission prior to

the tour. Dr. Roper is working on a paper on the pottery &
settlement occupations of the area & Mr. Gould wanted to
be able to tie the Pawnee site at the museum in Republic
Kansas with the Pawnee in Nebraska. They were both very
impressed with the size & scope of the settlements
throughout the Loup Valley & enjoyed visiting with several
of the landowners as well as the Genoa Museum & the
U.S. Indian School Interpretive Center. Mr. Gould said he
would be recommending his visitors to also visit Nebraska.

Third Sunday Archeology Presentations at Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SD
March 16, 2014, 2 PM, Gilbert Science Center Auditorium, Augustana College
“Geophysics in Archeology: A National Park Service Perspective”
Speaker: Steven De Vore, National Park Service Archeologist, Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln, Nebraska
The NPS has been actively involved in the application of
geophysical techniques to archeological investigations
since the 1960s. Geophysical exploration, also referred to
as “remote sensing,” relies on nonintrusive, nondestructive methods, such as magnetic field intensity surveys,
ground penetrating radar, & electrical resistivity surveys,

to look beneath the soil surface in an attempt to locate
buried cultural features & anomalies. De Vore will illustrate archeological prospection activities with case studies
from Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site,
Hopewell Culture National Historical Park, Effigy Mounds
National Monument, & other sites.
These programs are funded in part by Augustana College’s Mellon Fund Committee, Augustana College’s Archeology Laboratory & the Sioux Falls Chapter of the
South Dakota Archaeological Society. The programs are
free & open to the public.
Contact: L. Adrien Hannus, 605-274-5493, adrien.hannus@augie.edu.

Central Plains Archeology Journal Update
Volume 14 now has gone into production. It will include 4
papers: one by Alison Hadley dealing with Great Bend aspect pipe-making, one by Sarah Trabert dealing with Dismal River pottery, one by Terry Steinacher dealing with site
25DW1, & one by Donna Roper dealing with assessing the
radiometric dataset & revising the chronology for the Central Plains tradition. This will be a substantial volume although not as large as Volume 12 (Eagle Ridge).
Volume 15 will feature a manuscript by Robert Hoard &
Rob Bozell on the Forrest Site in Kansas, a site report on
early investigations at Barn Butte in Nebraska

by avocational archeologist, Charles Scoggin & possibly
another manuscript.
Authors are continuing to work on the Engineer Cantonment report.
Submissions for future volumes of the CPA are welcome.
Please send them to one of our co-editors: Amy Koch, Fort
Robinson Museum, PO Box 304, 3200 W Hwy 20, Crawford NE 69339 / 308-665-2920; or Donna Roper, Dept. of
SASW, 204 Waters Hall, Manhattan KS 66506 / 785-5326865.

Nebraska Archeological Society Scholarship
The Nebraska Archaeological Society is offering a $250
scholarship to a college student studying archaeology.

12 hours of archaeology classes finished, maintain a B
average and provide a copy of last semester’s grades.
 The student must express an interest in archaeology,
The eligibility Requirements are:
history and the Nebraska Archaeological Society.
 The student must be enrolled in an accredited program of  The Student must be a Nebraska Resident or a Nebrashigher education pursuing a degree in archaeology, have
ka High School graduate.
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The completed application must be returned by May 15th,
2014 with the winner to be announced at the Nebraska
Archaeological Artifact Show in August.

For more information, go to the web site of the Nebraska
Archaeological Society: http://web.nas.googlepages.com/
or e-mail your request to nfcarls@hotmail.com and put
NAS scholarship in the subject line.

U.S. Indian School Foundation Scholarship
The Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation is offering a
$1,000 scholarship. We are pleased to provide a scholarship to a descendent of a Genoa U.S. Indian School student. Since the focus of the Genoa School was to provide
an education for Native Americans, we feel honored to
continue this tradition by offering a scholarship to a descendent so they might further their education.
The cover letter and application may be obtained by emailing the following address or by writing to the Genoa

Indian School Foundation. Box 382, Genoa NE 68640. Included in this mailing is a copy of the scholarship application. Please share this with any descendent that you feel
would benefit from this scholarship. The Deadline for application is May 15th. For more information, please e-mail at
nfcarls@hotmail.com (please note scholarship on e-mail
subject line) or call 402-993-6055. Encourage the students
to write several pages on the application.
For more information on the Genoa Indian School go to
http://www.megavision.net/genoamuseum or Facebook.

Articles
2013 Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office Archeology Activity by Terry Steinacher
The Nebraska State Historical Society’s Nebraska State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), Archaeology Section
completed 630 Section 106 reviews for Fiscal Year 2013.
These reviews resulted in over 10,000 acres intensively
surveyed by federal or federal involved projects throughout
the State. One hundred & twenty six new archaeological
sites were recorded through these projects.

new sites. A second survey of 10,288 acres was centered
in the Big Blue River Valley in Gage County & reported 64
new sites. A final stage was the survey of the Nebraska
City Cutoff Trail stream crossings. This identified 6 new
sites & re-inspected 4 previously reported trail sites.

A new survey has been instituted for a 15,000 acres survey
along the Missouri River Bluffs from Walnut to Irvine
The SHPO completed a three stage archaeological survey Creeks in Otoe & Cass Counties, Nebraska. Additional
in 2013. One survey of 10,246 acres was located in the
plans for the 2014 season are on hold until Congress
Oak & Salt Creek valleys in Lancaster County & located 29 makes decisions on the budget.

MWAC Work at Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska by Erin C. Dempsey
A crew from the Midwest Archeological Center (MWAC)
spent September 2013 working at Scotts Bluff National
Monument in western Nebraska. This work comprised the
first year of a five-year project designed to collect baseline
data on erosion in parks in Nebraska, North Dakota, &
South Dakota. The goal was to better understand the
threat erosion poses to archeological sites, as well as the
rate of erosion & its effect on areas of different landscape
positions, vegetation regimes, archeological features, &
artifacts. In the future, these data will be used to predict
which archeological sites in which environmental settings
will be most vulnerable to erosion.

survey. At each site, work began with a pedestrian survey
to understand the extent of artifacts on the surface & determine if artifacts and/or features were exposed in the
mesa’s erosional faces. Work followed by either test unit
excavation or a combined strategy of test unit excavation &
shovel testing. We employed shovel testing to determine
how far back from the erosional face(s) the site extended, if
at all, & text unit excavation to focus on features & obtain a
clear view of the soil profile. Additionally, we strategically
placed tagged fiberglass stakes to monitor erosion in later
years. The crew also used GPS data to place stakes at
sites that are recorded but have not been relocated during
recent attempts to conduct site condition assessments.

Staff included both prehistoric & historic sites from around
the Monument in the study. Field methodology consisted of Excavation & shovel testing revealed that the sites have in
test unit excavation, shovel test inventory, & pedestrian
situ cultural deposits for some distance away from the ero-
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sional face. Depth of cultural material depended on landscape position. Two sites yielded artifacts across the entire
landform, one a prehistoric site at the top of the main formation & the other, a CCC camp (focus was on a trash
dump eroding out of the hill) in the valley below the formation. Two prehistoric sites in the valley were more limited in the distribution of cultural materials. At these sites,
few artifacts & no features were found away from the erosional edge. However, these artifacts comprised some of
the more exciting finds from the project: a couple of projectile points & large fragments of pottery.

cator of erosion. There is little to no pattern in slope, aspect, or vegetation type (fairly homogeneous across the
park). It also appears that no one type of artifact or feature
is more susceptible to erosion than another.
During the project’s second year, an additional week of
fieldwork is scheduled at the Monument to revisit the erosion stakes & record soil loss. Four weeks of fieldwork are
planned at Badlands National Park.

The project revealed that sites observed in actively eroding
mesas in the valley below the main formation are disappearing rapidly. In fact, in most cases, these sites are
known only because they are eroding out. More stable
landforms, such as the top of the Monument & the hill on
which the CCC camp sat, are not actively eroding. However, there is some in situ erosion occurring, resulting in lag
deposits of artifacts. These types of deposits make it difficult to discern discrete activity areas or occupation levels.
At the Monument, landform appears to be the primary indi-

The Nebraska Highway Archeology Program, 2013 by Rob Bozell
During 2013, the Nebraska Highway Archeology Program
(NHAP) hired a new staff member: Diane Laffin. Diane is
an architectural historian & she can be reached at diane.laffin@nebraska.gov. Diane joins our existing staff including: Rob Bozell, Amy Koch, John Ludwickson, Karen
Steinauer, Courtney Ziska, Katie Lamb, Nolan Johnson,
Megan Akerstrom, & Shaun Lynch. Nic Fogerty & Nancy
Carlson are also working with NHAP on a contract basis.
Various staff attended professional conferences & resource
management training opportunities in Lincoln, Sacramento,
Loveland (CO), Indianapolis, & Leicester (Great Britain).

tion of the Cowles Mill, which is one of Nebraska’s earliest
water-powered mills, dating to the mid-1850s. Work at the
Schneekloth farmstead exposed the top of a buried, hollow
conical-shaped brick feature within a 1860s-1890s house
foundation (see PHOTO). The function of this brick feature
is unclear. If anyone was any ideas please email Nolan
Johnson with suggestions
(nolan.johnson4177@huskers.unl.edu).

Staff consulted with several law enforcement agencies on
inadvertent discovery of skeletal remains & testified in a
1992 ‘cold case’ murder trial which resulted in a conviction.
Over the past year, NHAP completed Section 106 investiAlso of note was the inadvertent discovery of a grave in
gations & prepared compliance documents on behalf of the western Custer County that appears to be a post-contact (c
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) & the Nebraska
1800) Native American man who was an artist based on
Department of Roads (NDOR) for 364 proposed transpor- funerary objects that included various colors of ocher slabs
tation projects statewide. These include a variety of state
& bison bone paint applicators.
highway improvements, bridge replacements, bike trails,
historic district improvements, & borrow pits. Staff also con- In 2013, NHAP continued limited efforts on reports of sevducted non-transportation cultural resource surveys for the eral 1960s through 1980s highway archeology excavation
Nebraska Game & Parks Commission in Sioux & Banner
projects including work at: the Early Archaic Logan Creek
counties & for HDR, Inc. in Lincoln County.
site; the Palmer Johnson site (a Central Plains tradition
hamlet); & Tonwontonga (the late 18th –early 19th century
In addition to background research & survey, Highway Ar- ‘Big’ Village of the Omaha Tribe). Work also continues on
cheology Program efforts also included National Register
editing two manuscripts on archeological investigations at
eligibility & impact assessment test excavations & mapping Engineer Cantonment.
at several archeological sites in Washington (DeSoto
Townsite), Sarpy (Schneekloth Farmstead), Knox (a possi- Finally, NSHS Archeology staff helped with NAPA activities
ble preceramic site), & Otoe counties. Bob & Kay Nickel
including board membership, Central Plains Archeology
completed a geophysical survey of a pioneer cemetery in
editing, & participation & development of a Boy Scout ExCass County. The Otoe County project involved investiga- plorer Post on archeological research & principals.
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Top of hollow, conical brick feature (and large tree root) at
the Schneekloth Farmstead near Bellevue.

Page 11

Early 1900s view of abandoned Cowles Mill near Nebraska
City.

NSHS volunteer Russ Mayer standing at the buried ruins of the Cowles Mill in November, 2013.
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Recent Archeological Investigations in Southeastern Nebraska – Findings from Cass, Gage,
Lancaster, & Otoe Counties by Austin A. Buhta
Over the past year-and-a-half, the Archeology Laboratory,
Augustana College (ALAC), Sioux Falls, SD, has been
busy working on large-scale survey projects sponsored by
the Nebraska State Historical Society (NSHS). Between
the fall of 2012 & the summer of 2013, ALAC completed
two separate 10,000-acre archeological resources inventories in Gage & Lancaster Counties, NE (Palmer et al.
2013a, 2013b). ALAC conducted the Gage County study

along the Big Blue River between the communities of
DeWitt & Wymore, while the Lancaster County survey focused on the Salt Creek & Oak Creek valleys near Lincoln
(Figure 1). In Gage County, we surveyed 10,388 acres, &
in Lancaster County study area 10,246 acres. We documented 105 archeological sites between the two study areas – 67 sites in Gage County & 38 in Lancaster County.

Figure 1. The Gage & Lancaster County study localities, southeastern Nebraska.
In Gage County, identified sites consist of Euroamerican
(n=9), Native American (n=57), & Euroamerican/Native
American (n=1) properties. The Native American inventory
consists of an assortment of sites reflecting very ephemeral use of the drainages as well as more sustained habitations. We were unable to assign many Native American
sites to a particular time period or cultural complex; however, we did identify sites affiliated with the Plains Archaic
tradition (n=4), Late Prehistoric period (n=6), & Historicperiod Pawnee (n=1). ALAC also discovered 3 other sites
with diagnostic material suggestive of either a Late
Paleoindian or Early Archaic presence (n=3). The Euroamerican properties consist, predominantly, of early to
mid-twentieth century farmsteads, although we documented 1 wagon trail site & 1 historic pump house & well.
Findings from the Gage County study are interesting. A
limited projectile point sample observed among local collections suggests a higher frequency of usage of the area
from Late Paleoindian through Archaic times relative to
other localities in southeastern Nebraska. This also seems

to correspond with previously recorded site data from the
study area. Of the prehistoric site components identified
during the present study, 50 percent (n=7) appear to be
either Late Paleoindian or Archaic in affiliation. Additionally,
ALAC did not identify any Woodland tradition site components in the field during the current study. We tentatively
assigned 5 sites to the Late Prehistoric or Plains Village
period based on projectile point analysis & 1 additional site
to a Late Prehistoric designation based on an AMS-dated
feature. However, the only ceramics identified during the
study derive from the Historic-period Pawnee village.
The complete lack of both Woodland & Plains Village ceramics observed in the study area, despite high artifact
densities at many of the documented sites, is perplexing.
We anticipated to encounter at least some ceramic expression of Plains Village groups, particularly Smoky Hill phase
assemblages. We also expected to encounter some form
of Woodland ceramics. However, we did not observe any
such evidence at any of the sites investigated, nor did the
locally derived private artifact collections contain pottery.
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The Lancaster County property inventory includes Euroamerican (n=10), Native American (n=24), & Euroamerican/Native American (n=3) properties, as well as one site
of unknown affiliation. The distribution & nature of site
types identified is similar to that observed in Gage County.
Also similar to Gage County, most of the Native American
sites could not be assigned to a particular time period or
cultural complex – only eight components were identifiable
to such a degree. Identifiable contexts include Paleoindian
(n=1), Archaic (n=1), Woodland (n=1), & Central Plains
(n=5). The Euroamerican properties consist of an array of
site types ranging from early nineteenth century settlements & transportation routes through mid-twentieth century farmsteads.
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the landforms possess high potential for containing intact,
subsurface deposits associated with the majority of eastern
Nebraska’s prehistoric timeframe. The identified prehistoric
site components reflect a predominantly recent (Plains Village & later) date range. However, this appears to be the
result of landscape conditions rather than an absence of
human activity during early prehistoric times.

A 3rd project during this time was a survey to document
several historic sites associated with the route of the Nebraska City Cutoff in & around the Lincoln area (Buhta et
al. 2013; Figure 2). ALAC documented 10 trail-related sites
during this study, including 4 road ranches & 6 trail segments/stream fords. As a component of the study, we used
various LiDAR datasets to assist in trail segment identification at previously recorded or reported site locations. AltSite density was considerably lower in this study area com- hough several factors such as data resolution & filtration
pared to Gage County. However, geomorphological investi- processes can limit the viability of this application, the abilgations identified a thick mantle of recent alluvium draped
ity to locate hitherto unidentified trail segments using bare
across the lower reaches of the stream valleys throughout earth hillshade models prior to field investigations proved
the study area, & it is believed that this is a primary factor
extremely valuable. We compared anomalies detected durin the lower density of observed sites here. The majority of ing the initial evaluation of the remotely sensed data with
the newly recorded prehistoric sites in the project area are the locations of previously mapped trail components and,
ephemeral in nature. They reflect heavy use of the abunin multiple instances, positively field-verified them during
dant available resources, particularly Permian chert, but
subsequent site visits. This data is also useful in helping
limited extended occupation on the bluffs immediately
trace the course of confirmed features beyond their previabove the creek valleys. Evidence from those sites discov- ously mapped limits. While the adequate field investigation
ered within the valley bottom, coupled with the information of features such as trail ruts is often limited to ideal seagleaned from the accompanying geomorphological study,
sonal or agricultural conditions, LiDAR data successfully
suggests a different trend among prehistoric sites on fan,
augmented the survey process by identifying potential featerrace, & floodplain landforms. Extended-use/habitation
tures that otherwise would have went undetected as a resites have been previously documented in such settings & sult of ground cover or other conditions.

Figure 2. Stereophotograph of emigrants camped on the outskirts of Lincoln, Nebraska, circa 1870
(NeSHPO photograph archive No. 2158.PH000021-000002).
Finally, in the late fall 2013, we began fieldwork on a new
NSHS-sponsored study focused on the identification &
documentation of archeological sites along the Missouri
River bluffs in Cass & Otoe counties. This project, located
between the towns of Plattsmouth & Nebraska City, will

ultimately result in the pedestrian survey of 15,000 acres
(Figure 3). Though recently halted due to winter weather,
field investigations are scheduled to resume in the spring
of 2014. To date, we have surveyed approximately 9,500
acres & identified 51 archeological sites.
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Figure 3. The Cass and Otoe County study locality, southeastern Nebraska.
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2013 Alpine Cairn Research, Southeast Alaska by William Hunt & Ralph Hartley
Virtually all archaeological investigations in Southeast determine why & when these cairns were created on an
Alaska have concentrated on coastal areas. As a result, an unnamed Baranof Island mountain (Figure 2). Among sevunderstanding of the extent to which inland & alpine areas eral questions that may be considered are:
were utilized in Native subsistence & other activities re1) What accounts for cairn variation in size & mormains unknown. Cairns reported in mountainous areas
phology?
throughout the region (Figure 1) are an indication of signifi2) Are the cairns spatially situated in any patterned
cant human use of these alpine settings & are known to
way? And, if so, what social and/or environmental
have been in place by the time of Russian arrival to the
factors might account for this patterning?
region in the 1790s. Although the Tlingit, who have occu3) Are alpine cairns of different form associated with
pied this region for at least 4,000 years, have general referone another (e.g., hunting blinds & meat caches)?
ences to the cairns in their oral histories, there is little speAre they contemporaneous or built at different
cific knowledge regarding who, when, or why the cairns
points in time?
were constructed. In 2012, the National Science Founda4) What activities (if any) were pursued in proximity to
tion provided funds to the Anthropology Department at the
the cairns & how do these fit into the seasonal
University of Nebraska-Lincoln for a pilot project to deterround & travel routes of their builders?
mine whether there is site specific & oral history data to
5) Does the mountaintop landscape reveal surface
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evidence of past human activities or residence other than that of cairns? If so, are cairns predictably
situated relative to hunter/gatherer campsites?
6) How old are the cairns? Does the form or construction of alpine cairns vary through time? What ethnographic or archaeological cultures are associated with the cairns?
7) Are these features similar in morphology or function to cairns documented in similar environments
elsewhere in the world?
The project (led by Drs. William “Bill” Hunt & Ralph Hartley)
brought together an interdisciplinary team of specialists in
anthropological archaeology, geography, oral history, lichenology, & videography. This team works within a partnership that includes the U.S. Forest Service (FS), the Sitka Tribe of Alaska (STA), the Angoon Community Association (ACA), the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UN-L), Nebraska Educational Telecommunications (NET), Oregon
State University (OSU), & Oxford University in England.
Fieldwork took place in July & August, 2013.
The archaeology team includes University of NebraskaLincoln Graduate Student Michael Chodoronek & Adjunct
Professors Hunt & Hartley. Fieldwork utilized two data recovery methods; i.e., site survey & a modified version of
excavation. Thirty-five cairns were located in addition to the
13 cairns recorded previously by Hunt & NPS Archeologist
Ann Bauermeister in 2007. These features occur in two
clusters, a group of six on the mountain horn & 42 cairns at
the head of the cirque & on the southern slopes of the spur
(Figure 3). Cairns varied in size from less than ten to hundreds of rocks. All were situated with a view toward the
water – no cairns were located on the southeastern side of
the mountain (whose views are to the island interior) or on
the aréte. Ten are at the highest margins of the cirques;
four are on the horn & six cairns on the spur. The remaining 38 cairns are situated at the lips of benches; two on the
west side of the horn & 36 on the northwest sloping face of
the spur. All are loosely constructed of locally acquired
stones ranging from fist-sized to large stones weighing up
to 80 pounds or more. In general, the arrangement of the
cairns on the landscape precludes their use as hunting
blinds, driveline elements or meat caching. The large number of cairns & their arrangement also indicate the cairns
were not used for signaling, trail marking, or navigational
sites. The use of cairns as grave markers is not known in
this region either. The best suggestion at the moment, derived from oral histories, is that the cairns were built by
shamen or those seeking to be shamen as loci where communication could occur with supernatural powers.
Cairn “excavation” or disassembly was undertaken the last
week of. Four were selected based on their size & indications of great age as indicated by lichen growth. No artifacts were recovered from within or around the cairns although two contained a Sitka deer vertebral element. Three
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of the cairns sat on highly organic, well-developed soils.
Both the bone & the soils will be submitted to a laboratory
for radiocarbon dating. It is hoped the bones will provide
dates of cairn construction while the soils will provide a “not
earlier than” date for cairn construction.
Oral History
The oral historian is Oxford University Professor Thomas
Thornton. The goals for Thornton’s research are to construct an oral history & ethnographic overview focusing on
alpine cairn sites, their histories, & significance. This work
has included a literature review, archival investigations,
as well as) consultations & interviews with 32 Tlingit &
other Southeast Natives in Angoon, Juneau, & Sitka. The
full results of the interviews are in the process of being
transcribed, coded & analyzed. The overwhelming answer
for how alpine cairns, like the one pictured, were used is
that they constructed as refuges from the Great Flood.
Other suggested uses include: shamanic sites, navigational sites, communication (fire) sites, graves or burials, commemorative markers, hunting blinds, caches (for meat especially), & other spiritual/ceremonial uses. Of these, oral
history supports the archeological finding that there is little
or no evidence for cairn construction associated with
graves or burials, hunting blinds, or meat caches.
Lichenology
The lichen & vegetation team consists of OSU Graduate
Student Nijmah Ali & Professor Bruce McCune. This
team’s goal, to infer the relative ages of the cairns based
on lichens & other vegetation, is being addressed using a
new method, successional lichenometry, developed by the
lichen team especially for this project. In traditional lichenometry, the minimum age of a surface is estimated by
measuring diameters of the largest free-growing crustose
lichens & comparing those measurements to estimated
local growth rates. As applied to the Cross Peak cairns,
this has two shortcomings. First, the lichens on very old
cairns are not free to grow radially, instead they interact in
a complex mosaic with an unknown effect on growth rates.
Second, there is a lack of comparable surfaces of known
age, from which we could calibrate local growth curves.
In successional lichenometry, the age of the surface is inferred as a function of attributes of the plant community
mosaic, including amount of bare rock, species diversity, &
cover of primary, secondary, & tertiary colonists. Initial colonization by certain lichens (primary colonists) are overgrown by other lichens & bryophytes (secondary colonists,
e.g. Parmelia saxatilis, Pseudophebe, Grimmia, & Andreaea), which are in turn overgrown by moss mats, turfs, &
vascular plants (tertiary colonists). Tertiary species can
usually be separated from their substrate without the use of
a knife, & often grow on or embedded in moss mats or
cushions. The relative proportion of primary, secondary, &
tertiary colonists will allow us to infer the approximate age
of the cairns.
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Mapping
Site mapping, an important integral element of any archaeological investigation, will be used to show the distribution
of sites as well as their relationships to one another within
a topographic setting. Mapping was done by UNAVCO LiDAR Engineer Marianne Okal. UNAVCO is a non-profit
university-governed consortium headquartered in Boulder,
Colorado, that was established to assist geoscience research & education. The consortium is sponsored by the
NSF & NASA. Okal used an advanced Riegl VZ-1000 terrestrial LiDAR scanner (TLS) to document the topography
within & around the survey area. This scanner is mounted
on a tripod & can document surfaces & objects within a
range of approximately 1200 m (about 1300 yards or threequarters of a mile) from the instrument. LiDAR creates a
dataset of millions of 3D points by illuminating targets with
a laser light & determining from the return information properties such as range & intensity of return. This data will be
delivered as a georeferenced data set to project archaeologists to provide a high resolution 3D map of the surfaces &
objects of the inventory area.
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Video-graphic & time-lapse photographic documentation of
all aspects of the project has been an important element of
the investigation. This undertaking was seen as an important means of reaching out to the public with the goal of
providing information about the project through presentations on a website, public television outlets, and/or portable
media products. We strongly believe the results of this documentation to be of benefit to all participatory parties & the
public at large. NET photographer Peter Stegen photodocumented every aspect of the project’s investigations
using a variety of digital imaging technologies. He is now
completing a mini-documentary under the tutelage of NET
Special Projects Manager Mike Farrell & renowned onservation photographer Mike Forsberg. As well, a digital camera was left at the site. Over the course of a year, thousands of time lapse images will be recorded at the location
of the largest cluster of cairns. The camera will be retrieved
next July-August & its images used to document the mountain environment. Lichenologists will use the video to relate
snow dynamics to observed variations in nearby vegetation.
Conclusion

Outreach
Immediate project outreach goals were: 1) to include Sitka
& Angoon youth in the fieldwork; & 2) production of a 15
minute video for public consumption. The research area
lies on the boundary of Sitka & Xutsnoowú Tlingit traditional lands. When this project was conceived, therefore, it was
thought to be good & proper to involve these tribes in the
investigation. After consultation with the Sitka Tribe of
Alaska & Angoon Community Association, tribes agreed to
work with project partners through a process of regular
consultation with the Tribal Councils, the Sitka Tribal Cultural, Customary, & Traditional Committee, & project liaisons to be appointed by the tribes. Unfortunately, no young
people in the Angoon community could participate as they
already had full time summer jobs. Only one person from
the Sitka community was able to spend the first two weeks
of the project with the field crew working with & learning
about archaeological field methods, basics of lichen identification, LiDar mapping, & videography.

Fieldwork in 2013 provided a lot of data about alpine
cairns in one area of Southeast Alaska. Currently, the various teams are analyzing their data & preparing preliminary reports to be submitted to project principal investigators at UN-L in the spring. For now, it may be said that
Southeast Alaskan alpine cairns, like petroglyphs & petroglyphs, or even Stonehenge (in the Old World) for that
matter, are cultural sites of enduring significance. With the
results of this research we hope to contribute to a broader
understanding of these features & how they relate to the
dynamics of indigenous inhabitation of & adaptation to an
often rapidly-changing coastal environment, where ready
access to the adjacent alpine tundra may have critical to
both disaster avoidance (in the case of floods) & long term
survival. The study hopefully will facilitate a discussion of
similarities & differences of cairn functions in similar & diverse global environments, particularly in other North Pacific coastal realms, where similar stacked rock features are
found.
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Surrounded by History: First Federal Lincoln & Urban Archeology by Oliver B. Pollak
Urban archeology includes “ghost signs” on buildings proclaiming the location of landmark businesses that no longer
exist. These remnants also disappear, for example, in
Omaha’s Old Market Waldbaum Egg Company & Northwestern School of Taxidermy. Time, fire, & the elements
have taken their toll. Some have given way to the bulldozer
of urban renewal. Some are covered & obscured by sandblasting & siding. At critical moments, like remodeling, these former existences make cameo appearances & reveal
earlier occupants.

undergoing a facelift & noticed the fascia exposed old signage, “First Federal Savings & Loan Association.” We blurted out simultaneously, “We’ve got to take a picture.” We
negotiated what passes for streets in the Westside neighborhood, took a photo. I happened to be reading Just My
Type, A Book about Fonts (2011) by Simon Garfield, but
that’s another story.

First Federal dates back to 1907 when it was Fidelity Savings & Loan. It became First Federal Savings & Loan Association in 1935. FFL occupied a Countryside bay from the
In December 2012 my wife Karen asked me why I saved
1960s through the late 1990s. In 1999 the Bookworm left
the old First Federal of Lincoln coffee cup. I also have an
Regency & took over the Village Bookstore (in a different
FFL ballpoint pen. We banked at FFL & stopped frequently. bay), & moved into the former FFL space. FFL became
TierOne in 2002 which regulators closed it in 2010 beDriving to the office on Pacific Street, we passed Country- cause of insolvency.
side Village at 87th & Pacific, dating from 1953, which is
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