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HUDSON-MENG REDUX 1991

UNL ON THE RIO GRANDE

Terri Leistmann reports by telephone that fieldwork at
the Hudson-Meng buffalo kill site is once again actively
underway. Dr. Larry Todd is working with Terri and her
staff at the site with support of Earthwatch. A volunteer
crew of 8 to 16 has worked at the site since June 16 and
excavations will continue until at least August 30. The
work has focused on re-exposing the bone bed Larry
Agenbroad uncovered in the 1973/74 seasons.
Additionally, a 7 square meter portion of the bone bed
has been newly excavated and a variety of techniques
have been used to define the limits of the site and the
configuration of the bed rock that underlies the area of
the site. Results so far have been very positive. The bone
bed is very good condition and includes remains of
literally hundreds on individuals. Plans call for work at the
site to continue for as much as 4 or 5 more years and
Terri hopes a permanent interpretive center,can be built
at the site. Since it is but a short 17 miles from Crawford,
it could be a very popular attraction.

The 1991 UNL Field School journeyed to the far
southern extension of the Plains into Texas where the
Pecos River meets the Rio Grande. Led by Karl Reinhard
and Alan Osborn, the crew of 13 students excavated and
surveyed in quaint places such as Satan Canyon and the
Devil's River. Sites tested or excavated were a quarry site,
a heath field associated with what once was a swamp, a
burned rock midden, a small cave used for agave
roasting, and a small cave used for processing and
grinding foods. Consideration of the open-air sites was
new in the area and revealed new Information on the
prehistoric subsistence of the region.

GOLDEN SPRING PETROGYLPHS
With support of the Papio-Missouri Natural Resource
District, Terry Barton and Stan Parks form the University
of Nebraska - Lincoln, recorded the complex of
petroglyphs above the Golden Spring, in Burt County in
April and May. The petrogyiphs are on a exposed
sandstone outcrop immediately above the Spring which
is being developed as a wayside area. Terry and Stan
recorded the marks on the outcrop with drawings and
photographs and used AutoCAD to finally present data
on the site preserves a number of historically important
Inscriptions.
ELEPHANT BONES AND ?
With support from the Bureau of Reclamation, Steve
Holen and a crew of seven spent three weeks in July
opening a new section of the mammoth site he has been
investigating near Harry Strunk Reservoir. Steve reports
that excavations again yielded a large assemblage of
clearly fractured bones. The work exposed no stone
clearly associated with bone layer, but another elephant
was discovered a short distance from the areas under
study.

SURVEYS ALONG THE ELKHORN
With support of the Historic Preservation Office of the
Historical Society, Steven Holen and Terry Barton will be
undertaking a survey of the upper Elkhorn River Valley
later this fall. Dave May, of the University of Northern
Iowa, has already completed a geornorphological
reconnaissanceof the area and has identified areas likely
to preserve sites of various ages. Work with local
collectors and on-the-ground surveying will be done after
ground cover conditions are a bit better.

LOGAN CREEK SITE TO BE
REINVESTIGATED
Gayle Cartson of the Nebraska State Hlstorlcal Soclety
and Rdfe Mandel of UNO will be conducting
Investigations at the Logan Creek site in August or
September after the site has dried out enough to allow for
some deep trenching. Logan Creek, which is 60 miles
north of Omaha, is one of the key Eariy Archaic Sites in
the eastern part of the state. Society excavations In the
late 1950's and eariy 1960's revealed both an interesting
artifact assemblage and good stratigraphy. This year's
work will focus on the stratigraphy and consist of
backhoe trenching to collect geomorphic data and up to
20 radiocarbon samples. The results of the work will be
reported in a comprehensive report on Logan Creek
which site and area that will be prepared in the coming
years. Call Gayle at 471-4790 for information.

HIGHWAY ARCHEOLOGY

CENTRAL PLAINS ARCHEOLOGY

Nebraska Highway archeologistsJohn Ludwickson and
Rob Bozell will be excavating at the Hanna Larson site
(25PT1) during this late summer and fall or next spring.
The Larson site Is a protohistoric Pawnee village near
Genoa. For information call John or Rob at 471-4789. In
addition to this work, the Highway Archeology Program
has surveyed over 150 proposed road improvements so
far this season.

The Lincoln Pottery Works report will be the next issue
of our Journal, Central Plains Archeology. It Is the proof
reading stage and will be out this fall. Editor, John
Ludwickson is ready to start work on the next Issue. He
welcomes high quality manuscripts. Send him anything
you have ready to go.

LUANN WANDSNIDER -THE NEW ARCHEOLOGIST AT
UNL

Anne Wolley Vawser reports the results of the recent
election. Thirty-three ballots were cast meaning 60% of
the Fellow Members voted. Our new directors are:
Robert Biasing, Steve Helen, Bill Hunt and Tom Thiessen.
Congratulations and thank-you.

The UNL Anthropology department is pleased to
announce that Dr. LuAnn Wandsnider will be joining the
faculty as an Assistant Professor in the Fall of 1991.
LuAnn got her B.S. in Geology and Anthropology from
the University of Wisconsin. She completed her Ph.D. at
the University of New Mexico in 1989. She has worked in
southeastern Wyoming, New Mexico, and several other
parts of the world. Most recently she has been doing
ethnoarcheologicai research in India. LuAnn is Interested
in land use patterns, landscape analysis, and spatial
studies. She has published several papers on these kinds
of topics. Starting In late August LuAnn will be teaching a
full load of classes on the Lincoln campus. LuAnnSs
telephone number is 472-8873.
NEBRASKA MIGHT GET A TASK FORCE ON HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
A bill establishing a Task Force on Historic Preservation
is pending before the Nebraska State Legislature. It is LB
706, Introduced by Senator Brad Ashford, from
Legislative District 6 in Omaha. Having passed through
committee it is on general file which means that its
consideration will continue next session. The task force
will consist of the Historical Society Director and 11
members to be appointed by the Governor. Appointees
will be selected from the state's three legislative districts,
but the Bill explicitly mentions archeological resources
and requires that some task force members have
archeological expertise. The task force will benefit both
archeological resources and the profession. Give your
Senator a call.
LB 706, Historic PreservationTask Force
Senator Ashford's address Is 5709 Leavenworth
Omaha, Nebraska 68106 or the State Capital,
Lincoln NE 68509 phone number is 471-2714
NAPA IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
Anne Wolley Vawser has successfully overseen the
complicated process Involved in getting NAPA turned
into a "non-profit" institution. This gives us some flexibility
and access to wider sources of support. Getting this
status is a LOT of work and Anne deserves a real thanks.
Being "non-profit" doesn't mean that we still don't need
money. IF YOUR DUES ARE DUE, SEND THEM TO
TERRY BARTON % of the UNL Anthro department.

NEW NAPA DIRECTORS

TRAVELS TO JAPAN
Peter Bleed, UNL archeologist and your NAPA
Newsletter editor, returned to Lincoln in June after
spending half a year in Japan. The rate of excavation in
Japan is Incredible In 1989 there where more than 25,000
excavations in a country roughly twice the size of
Nebraska! Iwas based at Tohoku University In Sendai but
I traveling from Hokkaldo to Kyushu. My research
involved using operations research techniques to
analyze production and use of late Paleolithic
microcores. The method worked very well and I am
hoping to be able to apply tt to some local assemblages. I
also surveyed recent developments in Japanese historic
archeology, avery rapidly growing research topic. I also
was pleased to be see Akira Matsui who spent a couple
of years at UNL Akira hosted me to three weeks (!) at the
Nara National Cultural Properties Research Center where
he heads an active faunal analysis program.
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